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Linda Rottenberg, CEO of Endeavor Global, shared a quote from a startup that her organization supports 

during the SAP SME Summit in New York City in November 2012: “I’m not a small business. I’m a billion-

dollar company … in development.”1 

Since 1997, Endeavor is leading the global movement to catalyze long-term economic growth by 

focusing on startups. But not any startup; Endeavor pioneered the concept of High-Impact 

Entrepreneurship in emerging markets. It identifies and supports entrepreneurs with the greatest 

potential for impact in growth markets, then supports the startups throughout each stage of their 

business “life-cycle”, multiplying their impact by showcasing Endeavor Entrepreneurs as influencers in 

education and policy reform, helping them to become change agents in the organization and in their 

cities/countries.    

Endeavor provides selected companies mentorships, networks, strategic advice, talent, skills, access to 

smart capital, and inspiration. 
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The establishment of networks is one of the key factors for success of this program, because according 

to Linda Rottemberg, “an investment network has now formed around Endeavor.” Her estimations are 

that $200 million a year has been raised in financing2, funds invested in supporting the new startups 

coming to the program. This allows former beneficiaries to become angels and mentors to the new 

entrepreneurs starting their journey with Endeavor. 

Access to capital is actually one of the main struggles new entrepreneurs face to start their business. 

The National Small Business Association, in its report “Small Business Access to Capital Survey” from July 

2012, states that in the last four years, 43 percent of small business owners that needed funds were 

unable to find any willing sources. 

Besides the capital-related issues, Endeavor knows the importance of providing a supportive network 

for the next generation of entrepreneurs. The program’s strong focus on mentorship is reflected on that 

more than 2,500 business leaders mentor Endeavor startups, and that 66% of Endeavor Entrepreneurs 

advised or invested in other Endeavor companies.3 

 “I co-founded Endeavor 15 years ago with the belief that entrepreneurs would be the ones to change 

their economy. We’ve now seen—in Buenos Aires, in Amman, in Istanbul—ecosystems of tech 

entrepreneurs being spawned out of a bet on one or two people”4 said Linda Rottenberg. And the 

Endeavor model is expanding globally, one billion-dollar company in development at a time. 
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